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the same flock came down to the West branch of the Brandywine, where 
several were shot and found to be in very poor flesh. 

The older residents say that many years ago a flock of forty individuals 
settled in the valley, and having lost their leader, wandered about until 
all were shot, the last pair existing many months before finally falling 
victims to the gun. — F. L. Burns, Berzi-yn, Pen?i. 

Rare Winter Birds at Meridian, Wis. — December 13. 1893, I shot a 
Red-headed Woodpecker [Melatier-pes erythrocefhaltts). There is another 
individual at the present time which makes its home in an old oak 
tree near a farm dwelling. It does not appear to move around much, 
securing its living from a crib of corn a few yards distant. 

On January 20, 1894, ^ fi"^ specimen of American Robin was brought 
me which was caught by a trapper in a steel trap set for mink. The 
bait of fresh beef probably lured the bird to the spot. This is the first 
instance of either of these birds being seen in this part of Wisconsin during 
mid-winter. — J. N. Clark, Meridian, Wis. 

Queer Actions of Golden-fronted Woodpeckers. — Mr. O. A. Pfeifer, 
of this city [San Antonio, Texas], tells me that a pair of Golden-fronted 
Woodpeckers wanted to make a nest in one of the gallery posts of his 
house. The birds worked through the pine board and were surprised, 
doubtless, at finding a ready-made cavity five feet deep. These birds do 
a house no good, so Mr. P. determined to stop them. He first stuffed 
some rags in the hole made by the birds, but they pulled them out as fast 
as he could put them in. Now comes the queer part of it. After pulling 
out the rags, the birds brought some week-old Mockingbirds from a nest 
near by, and dropped them into the cavity. Mr. P. heard the young 
birds crying in the cavity, and saw the Woodpeckers drop one young bird 
in. The young birds soon died, when the Woodpeckers drew them out 
and laid them on the gallery. Did the Woodpeckers put the young birds 
in the hole so that Mr. P. would not close up the entrance and so smother 
them ? — A. H. W. Norton, San Antonio, Texas. 

Notes from Michigan. — The Woodpecker as a Flycatcher. — I 
would like to know if catching insects on the wing is a common habit of 
Woodpeckers. On the evening of July 2, 1894, I was closing a day's 
observations at the summit of one of the sand dunes by Lake Michigan, 
when a Woodpecker of the species Melanerfes erythrocefhalns darted 



